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appears by the proviso, that no canons shall he made, or put in execution within this realm, which shall he contrary to the prerogative or laws. But the next are negative words, which relate wholly to making new canons, viz. nor make, promulge, or execute any such canons without the king's assent. These words limit the clergy in point of jurisdiction, viz, that they shall not make any new canons but in convocation; and they cannot meet there without the king's writ; and when they are met and make new canons, they cannot put them in execution without a confirmation under the great seal. Some years after this statute the clergy proceeded to act in convocation, without any commission from Henry VIIL But the canons which they made were confirmed by that king, and some of his successors, as particularly the injunctions published anno 28 Henry VIIL for the abolishing supertitious holy days; those for preaching against the use of images, relics., and pilgrimages; those for repeating the Creed, the LORD'S Prayer, and Ten Commandments in the English tongue. Sometimes that king proceeded by the advice of his Bishops out of convocation, as about the injunctions published anno 30 Henry VIII. for admitting none to preach but such who were licensed ; those for keeping a register of births, weddings, and burials; for the abolishing the anniversary of Thomas Becket. The like may be said of those injunctions published anno 2 Edward VI. prohibiting carrying candles on Candlemas-Day, and ashes in Lent, and palms on Palm-Sunday. Queen Elizabeth, in the second year of her reign, published several injunctions by the advice of her Bishops. And two years afterwards she published a book of orders without the confirmation of her parliament. When she was settled in her government all Church affairs were debated in convocations authorized by her power; and several canons were made in her reign, and confirmed by her letters patent; but because she did not bind her heirs and successors to the observance of them, those canons expired with that queen. The old canons were still in force in all those reigns above mentioned. But anno 1 James, A. D. 1603, the clergy being lawfully assembled in convocation, the king gave them leave by his letters patent to treat, consult, and agree on canons, which